
Will Everyone Go to Heaven?
Romans 1:17 and 3: 21-25

 One common attitude that can be prevalent in some small groups is the ongoing 
assumption everyone will go to Heaven after they die.  This misleading idea can exist in 
the minds of some regular church attenders as well as those with no religious 
background.  Even at funerals, the deceased may have lived a life of extreme 
contradictions to Bible teachings, but some still expect God to allow the individual 
entrance into Heaven.  There can even be a tendency among family members, no matter 
how evil the lifestyle of the deceased, that somehow their loved one will enjoy Heavenly 
bliss. t
The attitude can be, some people may go to a place called Hell but no one from my 
family, my friends, or even those I know from work will go there.  
 The belief that everyone will go to Heaven and avoid eternal punishment in hell, 
although they have not received forgiveness of their sins in this life, is known as 
“Universalism.”  Going a step further, some more modern Universalists go as far as 
rejecting the Deity of Jesus.  This additional error opens up the idea, any person in any 
religion will go to Heaven.  For them, since Jesus is not divine, no one needs to recognize 
or submit to Him to get there. 
 As small group leaders respond to the error of Universalism, guidance from at least 
two Scriptures such as Romans 1:17 and Romans 3:21-25 can be shared.  The latter 
passage more fully explains the former.  These Scriptures show God’s gift of salvation, 
through which people can go to Heaven, is conditional and salvation is not universal.  
Trying to fulfill the Old Testament Law or attempting to fulfill our own beliefs, while 
ignoring Jesus, will not suffice.  To believe in Jesus is not only to believe He existed, but 
also that this Divine Jesus was faithful and completed His sacrifice to die on the cross for 
our sins. Furthermore, as He died to sin, we do as well.
   God respects our personal ability to choose and He would never force a person to 
go to Heaven against his/her own personal will.  As we believe in this Jesus, this 
righteousness (which is God’s initiated saving activity) can justify (restore) our estranged 
relationship to Him.        
 From these passages, it is evident everyone will not be saved and go to Heaven 
unless Jesus’ saving activity is recognized and accepted.  Everyone will not be saved, but 
they can be.   


